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      Focused on Quality; Committed to Excellence 

                      Charlesmont Elementary School 

                       7800 W. Collingham Drive 

          Baltimore, MD  21222   

                    Telephone:  410-887-7004 (office), 410-887-7355 (fax) 

Marsha Ayres, Principal                                                           Sonja Karwacki, Assistant Principal 

    Update on Charlesmont’s School  Safety Plan 
     Currently Charlesmont is in the process of updating our outside 

camera coverage to enhance our school’s security. In addition, all Bal-

timore  County schools will have an Identification Security Scanner 

installed at the foyer entrance. This scanner will require anyone seek-

ing entry to scan their government issued picture ID in order to have 

the door released. 

     While we have always checked for picture ID, this new scanner will 

require the parent/guardian to do this outside. The scanner will be 

installed at the end of May and we will send information again to re-

mind all families when we initiate our screening procedures. 

      The safety of your children and our staff are at the heart of 

BCPS’s efforts to create a safe and orderly environment for all 

schools. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact 

me. 

     Thank you for your continued support! 

       Sincerely, 

Marsha Ayres, Principal/Sonja Karwacki, Assistant Principal 
 

Safety on School Grounds 
     At our recent Behavior/Safety Meeting in January, teachers and 

parents requested that we remind parents/guardians who bring or 

meet students at arrival and dismissal “animals/dogs are not allowed 

on Baltimore County School property when the school is in session 

and/or open for afternoon/evening school events”. 

Concern for student safety during recess has also become an issue. 

Neighbors have recently been walking and even using school grounds to 

train their dogs while students are on school grounds. 

    Please share this information with your family and guardians who 

might bring your children to school or pick them up. While most pets 

are friendly to family members, you cannot trust that something 

might upset the pet/dog and perhaps it would snap/bite a student. 

     Thank you for sharing this important safety issue recently brought 

to the attention of the administrators and Behavior Safety Commit-

tee. 

 

 

 

 

 

Student Recognition 

at Patapsco Music Festival 
     Charlesmont musicians were participants in the annual Patapsco Area 

Music Festival held at Patapsco High on April 22nd under the direction 

of our Instrumental Music teacher, Linda Bange. The concert was an 

opportunity for students from local elementary, middle, and high schools 

to share their talents and to see how different school levels provide 

music opportunities for the Dundalk students. 

     Congratulations to our Charlesmont representatives: 

 Jireh Williams  Maleah Dennison 

 Destiny  Chetelat  Jakob Dudley 

 Kendal Davis  Shallon Moser 

 Chart Echavarria  Chance Cadle 

 Farrah Davis  Lanyia Jacobs 

 Faith Poole  Michael Vittini-Ponceano 

 Tajae Coates  Tebarah Spruill 

 Zachary Tarleton 

  

 

 

Smoking on school property is not 

allowed.  Thank you for your 

support! 

 

 

 

Please remember that dogs, even 

on a leash, are not allowed on 

school property when school is in 

session or at arrival and dismissal. 

Principal’s Message April 30, 2013 



 

 

Parent Service Coordinator: 

                 February Parent Involvement Events 
     Have you ever prepared for a holiday party?  There is planning to 

clean, planning to cook, planning to shop, planning for activities - planning, 

planning, planning!  The day is finally here, the guests begin to arrive, and 

the fun begins.  Everyone takes off their coats, grabs a snack, and you 

begin to share how the day will go and give directions for the first game. 

Just when you are about to begin the game another guest arrives – LATE.  

You all have to wait for them to get their coat off, grab a snack, and go 

over the directions again.  Finally, everyone’s ready! Let’s try this again! 

Knock, Knock – you guessed it – another late guest and you start all over 

again.  

     This scenario is unfortunately played out day after day in the halls of 

our schools.  When your child arrives after the 8:45 a.m. bell they miss 

the opportunity to unpack, eat breakfast, and prepare for their day with 

their classmates.  The class and the teacher must wait on your child to 

catch up on their morning activities and everyone is penalized because one 

student is late. Teachers plan very carefully how each day is spent, and 

when a student is late, it is as though the time and energy planning lessons 

is unappreciated.   

     Studies show that students who are frequently tardy have lower 

GPA’s, lower scores on standardized assessments, and lower graduation 

rates, higher rates of suspensions and other disciplinary measures.  

Chronic tardiness in elementary and middle school is also linked to failure 

in high school, a feeling of being disconnected with school and classmates 

and they are more likely to be fired from a job. 

     As a parent, I always want the best for my children.  I am sure you do 

as well. Being on time everyday is vital to your child’s academic success.  

Getting them to school on time shows you care enough about their future 

to invest in their present.  George Washington once said “Every hour mis-

spent is lost forever.”  Don’t let your child lose valuable time from their 

education.  Do it for them. Do it for us.  Do it for you. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Barbara Medley 

Parent Service Coordinator 

Charlesmont Elementary 

 

Attention Parents and School Community 

  Nurses Needed 

     School nurse substitutes are needed in BCPS schools.  If you have an 

active Maryland RN license, enjoy children, and care about the health 

needs of our students, this could be a great job opportunity for you.  

BCPS allows substitute school nurses the flexibility to be available to 

work the number of days per week you prefer, in the area of the county 

you prefer, and with the age group you prefer.  As a substitute school 

nurse, you will provide first aid to students, perform daily nursing treat-

ments, and administer student medications.  The Office of Health Ser-

vices provides an optional full day orientation for new nurse substitutes.  

Compensation is $157.00 per day.  Fingerprinting and healthcare provider 

CPR certification are required, as well as at least two years experience as 

an RN in a clinical setting OR at least 6 months experience as an RN in a 

clinical setting and current employment as an RN in that clinical setting.   

Please contact the Office of Temporary Services at 410-887-8952 for 

more information. 

Celebrating our Spring Events 
     Spring is here, but wear a sweater. As we ready for some 

warmer weather, we have a lot to celebrate in the last quarter of 

this wonderful school year! 

     Our recent PTA/Health Night Art Auction held on April 22nd 

was a super evening. Students had a chance to create a healthy 

snack with the assistance of Barbara Medley, our Parent Service 

Coordinator, and Laine Morgan, Nutritionist from the University of 

Maryland in grade level groups after our rescheduled PTA election. 

Congratulations, too, to our committee on our continued efforts to 

promote our Alliance for Healthy Schools Program. 

     And, Mrs. Roberts was elated with your generous response to 

our annual Charlesmont Art Auction. This was the best year ever! 

Mrs. Roberts raised over $450 for our art program. Thank you to 

all the parents who participated in our art auction bids. 

 

Notes From The Nurse: 
     It is hard to believe that the school year is drawing to a close.  I 

would like to thank all those parents who have worked so hard this 

year to keep their children healthy and  their school health records 

up to date. 

     As we prepare for our children to transition to the next area of 

their educational experience there are a few things to remember. 

Grade 5 students are required to have an updated physical and 

dental record when they move to Middle School.  Forms 

for this were sent home last month.  Please discuss with 

your child’s pediatrician the new vaccines available.  There 

will be some changes made to the mandatory immuniza-

tions beginning with students entering Grade 7 in the fall 

of 2014.  Try to get them caught up now. 

Pre-Kindergarten students moving to Kindergarten are re-

quired to have a second MMR vaccination.  Many of our PK 

students have already had this.  I have sent home letters 

to the families of the current PK students who are missing 

documentation of this vaccine.  Please check with your 

child’s pediatrician and have this taken care of as soon as 

possible.  This will prevent delays in entering Kindergarten 

in the fall.  The Health Department runs Immunization 

clinics.  If you need information on this please let me 

know. 

Student medications must be picked up by an adult before the 

end of the school year.  They may not be sent home with 

your child and will be discarded if left here for the 

summer.  If your child is attending Camp Charlesmont you 

may leave his/her inhaler here but it must be picked up at 

the end of the camp. 

Just a few other healthy notes.   

Since the weather cannot make up its mind this spring I would 

suggest dressing your child in layers so that he/she can be 

comfortable both indoors and outside. 

I am still in need of both short and long pants in sizes 5 to 12.  

I have some toddler sizes and some adult sizes.  If your 

child comes home with a change of clothing please wash 

and return the clothes the next day so they are available 

for others as needed. 

 

Pam Savoie, RN 

School Nurse 

    



 

 

Calendar Corner 
May 

    3 (F)      School Spirit Day 

    7 (T)   Market Day Orders due by 12 noon 

    8 (W)      Set-up Flower Sale 4:00 p.m.  

   Volunteers Needed    

    9 (Th) Healthy Schools: Parents Welcome 

   4:30-6:30—Charlesmont Library 

 6-10(M-F)      Staff Appreciation Week 

    10 (F) Towson University—Grade 5 Field Trip    

 9-10(Th,F)   Mothers’ Day Flower Sale 

   10 (F)      Grade 5 Panoramic Pictures—9:15 a.m. 

   13 (M)      PreK/K Conference Day 

       No school for PreK or K students      

   13 (M)      Market Day Pickup 5:00-6:00 p.m. 

   13 (M)      SE Advisory Meeting 7 p.m./Edgemere Elem. 

   15 (W)     PTA Meeting—5:30-6:30 p.m. 

  Spring Music Program Gr. 4 & 5/6:30 p.m. 

   17 (F)     Volunteer Tea 9:10 a.m. 

  Grade 3 Field Trip Walters Art Gallery 

   9:30 a.m. -12:00 p.m. 

   20 (M)      Orioles Game 

   23 (Th) Grade 2 Field Trip Baltimore  Zoo 

   9:15 a.m.—2:30 p.m.    

   24 (F)      Memorial Day/Flag Celebration 9:10 a.m.     

   24 (F)      May Fest 12:30-3:00 p.m. 

   27 (M)      Memorial Day – Schools Closed 

   28 (T)  Market Day Orders due by 12 noon 

   31 (F)     Yearbooks Delivered      

June 

    3 (M)      Market Day Pickup 5:00-6:00 p.m. 

    4 (T)  Sports Day 

  PTA Council of Baltimore County 

   Leadership Training 

    5(W)      Tour of Excellence 

   State Superintendent of Schools 

    6(Th)     Rain Date for Sports Day 

    6(Th)  PTA Council of Baltimore County 

   Leadership Training 7:00 p.m.     

    7(F)      School Spirit Day  

   14 (F)    Last Day of School 

Beating Spring Allergies Blues 
     Spring has sprung in Maryland.  Grass, mold, and flower pollen 

have filled the air! 

     Are you sneezing, coughing, or blowing your nose? Are your eyes 

itching or tearing?  Is your throat itchy or sore?  If so, you may 

be the victim of spring allergies. 

     People with allergies do best when they work with their health 

care provider to anticipate the bad times and take simple steps to 

minimize exposure to allergens.  If you or your child is uncomfort-

able due to allergy symptoms, see your health care provider. 

Keep windows to your house and car closed.  Use air condition-

ing and set car ventilation to re-circulate. 

Check internet for daily pollen counts and limit outdoor activ-

ity when pollen count is high, as well as on windy days. 

Wash hands and face when coming in from outside and shower 

before bedtime to remove pollens. 

Begin taking allergy medications early in the season, two to 

three weeks before you anticipate having symptoms. 

Use the dryer to dry clothing and linens instead of hanging 

them outside to dry. 

Pet fur can carry pollen into the house.  Wipe your pet’s fur 

down before it comes inside. 

Keep your lawn short to prevent pollination. 

School Announcements—School Closings 

     Want to know the latest school closing information first? 

Download BCPS Now, the new free mobile app that lets iPhone & 

Android users have the latest school news, calendars and closing 

info at your fingertips. Take advantage of this new resource to 

learn about the BCPS decision regarding the last day of school for 

2013. 

  Mychael Dickerson 

  Chief Communications Officer 

  Baltimore County Public Schools 

 

 

From Ms. Clarke: 

Use Kind Words/Language is a Gift! 

     As we work together to ensure our students are educated in all 

areas, let’s remind ourselves of the negative impact of cursing. 

Cursing only serves to demean ourselves and others. Although we 

hear cursing often, it is not a mark of good character. Today’s 

society is permeated with unpleasant, hurtful words and actions. 

Let’s teach ourselves and our children that language is a gift—use 
it wisely! 
 

 

 

  


